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June 8, 2026
To Prospective Developers, Operators, Investors, and Proposal Participants:

On behalf of the City of Evanston, Wyoming, we are pleased to express our strong support for Eric Nelson's Gateway West development at the Wyoming-Utah state line. As the community most directly positioned to benefit from this project, the City of Evanston recognizes Gateway West as a rare and consequential opportunity to advance our shared goals of economic diversification, job creation, and regional destination development.

Evanston sits at the crossroads of I-80, one of the nation's most heavily traveled freight and tourism corridors, and serves as Wyoming's western gateway for visitors arriving from the Wasatch Front and Salt Lake City metropolitan area. The Gateway West site, encompassing approximately 154 acres adjacent to the Utah state line, is positioned to intercept this substantial traffic flow and transform it into sustained economic activity for our community and the broader region.

The proposed development program, which encompasses hospitality, dining, live entertainment, historical horse racing, cultural programming, and premium travel amenities, is well-matched to the character of western Wyoming and to the recreational and cultural interests of visitors traveling through the area. Evanston has long been a community grounded in the values of the American West, and Gateway West represents the kind of destination investment that can celebrate and build upon that identity while opening new economic doors for our residents and businesses.

From an economic development standpoint, this project has the potential to meaningfully expand Evanston's tax base, generate construction and permanent employment, attract complementary private investment to adjacent properties, and elevate Evanston's profile as a regional visitor destination. We have reviewed the project's vision materials and believe the scale and ambition of this development are commensurate with the opportunity the site presents.

The City of Evanston encourages qualified developers, operators, investors, hospitality groups, tribal enterprises, and entertainment partners to seriously consider participation in the Gateway West opportunity. We stand ready to work collaboratively with any project team pursuing development at this site and welcome the opportunity to discuss how the City can be a constructive partner in realizing this vision.

Sincerely,

Kent Williams
Mayor
City of Evanston, Wyoming
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